The United Methodist Committee on Ministries with Deaf, Late-deafened, Hard of Hearing, and Deaf-blind People of the United Methodist Church

Guidelines for Grants

ELIGIBLE CAUSES FOR GRANTS

1. Seed money for launching ministries with Deaf, late-deafened, hard of hearing, and/or deaf-blind people.

2. Purchase of equipment or other resources to make activities accessible to Deaf, late-deafened, hard of hearing and deaf-blind people (e.g. assistive listening systems, real time captioning, large-print hymnals and Bibles, improved lighting for signing or aid to low-vision people, etc.).

3. Support for outreach missions in the United States and beyond that focus on ministry with Deaf, late-deafened, hard of hearing, and/or deaf-blind people (e.g. camps, community service, schools, training events for support people, etc.). 

4. Scholarships for attending seminary or professional training events for people upgrading their skills or preparing for ministries with Deaf, late-deafened, hard of hearing, and/or deaf-blind people. 

CONDITIONS FOR RECEIVING GRANTS

1. Individual or agency applying for a grant must acquire a copy of Signs of Solidarity, Second Edition, ($7 plus s/h costs) from Joan Young, Health and Welfare Ministries Unit, 475 Riverside Drive Room 330, New York, NY 10115, and read the parts pertinent to the request for a grant. 

2. Requests for grants must come in writing, using forms secured from the United Methodist Committee on Ministries with Deaf, Late-deafened, Hard of Hearing, and Deaf-blind People (National Committee) through Joan Young at the address cited above.  One form applies to general requests, another deals with scholarships.  National Committee members also have copies of the application forms to give to inquirers.

3. All requests for grants are reviewed with recommendation by the Grants Sub-committee, with final decision made by the National Committee.

4. A grant is given for one year, but the request may be renewed up to three years.  Under certain circumstances, and at the discretion of the National Committee, extensions of the time limit can be ordered.

5. As a general rule, no annual grant shall exceed $5,000.  Exceptions are at the discretion of the National Committee.  The applicant must show other sources of income for the ministry, project, or scholarship request. 

6. Grants shall not be for the salary of signing interpreters for a regular Deaf ministry or other church activities.  Grants may be utilized for interpreters working in a special event or mission.  In that instance, a clearly understood explanation of such usage must be provided in the application form. 

7. No grant will be made for acquiring a public address system.  Funds will be granted for Assistive Listening Systems (ALS) that specifically help hard of hearing people and those deafened persons who employ a cochlear implant.  The ALS must be portable in that it can stand alone in a room without a public address system, in addition to being able to broadcast sound through a public address system in an auditorium or sanctuary.  NOTE:  The National Committee owns an ALS that can be borrowed by any church or church agency for either a short event or as a tryout for eventual purchase of an ALS.  For particulars, contact the Rev. Wineva Hankamer at winevah@yahoo.com, 256 396-2015, or by mail at 2944 County Road 113, Lineville AL 36266. She will send the package to you with a return postage label. You will be responsible for the care and return of the equipment, including a check to cover the shipping both ways. Example: if it costs $15 to send it by FedEx or UPS and you get a return label inside the box. You should send in $30 to cover the cost both ways. Rev. Hankamer must have a physical address to send this by package delivery. Otherwise it will have to come US Mail.
